BEGAR IN THE HILLS

Yet to abolish it is no easy matter. Even
if the district authorities were anxious to do <
so, there are various factors that would lead
them to hesitate. It must be remembered how
gradually the evil has grown to its present
proportions, and how closely the trip to Nar-
kanda or Baghi has become linked with the
life of Simla. Most of the important people,
and a large and increasing number of lesser
folk, look forward to making the trip every
year. An officer who should sum up the
courage to put an end to the system would
render himself one of the most unpopular men
in Simla. As will be seen later, the present
Deputy Commissioner of Simla has taken a
position which we should not fail to appre-
ciate in this matter. I shall now try to ex-
plain what has been done towards bringing
about the end of the system.
Although all hill men felt that something
must be- done, and at once, no community
was in a position to move except that at the
Kotgarh stage. Kotgarh was expected to take
the first step, both because the people there
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